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As we are gearing up for spring and warmer weather 
at Peoria Zoo, I wanted to take a few moments to 
reflect on the wonderful things that happened in 
2016.  We celebrated the birth of Finely, the newest 
member of our giraffe family, who is thriving! We 
also built a new barn for our takin, Burt and Patrick, 
and welcomed four adorable goats to our Contact 

Area.  In addition to being surrounded by such wonderful animals, 
the chance to work with a dedicated staff, and being able to share the 
Zoo’s message of education and conservation makes my job one of 
the best there is!  

Back by popular demand, this issue of ZooTales has an additional 
section – a “year in review” so you can learn more about what goes on 
daily in our facility. We have also given you the opportunity to make 
a donation to Peoria Zoological Society by enclosing a remittance 
envelope in this issue. Please consider helping us in our goal to 
support Peoria Zoo and the Power of Play campaign!

As I have said before, the Power of Play Campaign is a collaboration 
between the Junior League of Peoria, Peoria Zoological Society and 
Peoria Park District to build the Peoria PlayHouse Children’s Museum 
and expand Peoria Zoo.  We have made great progress, and many 
exciting things are in store for 2017.  We look forward to evaluating 
the next steps in our capital planning process and collaborating more 
with the PlayHouse and Luthy Botanical Garden to give the families 
and children in our community a safe place to dream, explore, and 
learn through play.  

As everything starts growing this spring 
and we see all of the changes around 
us, know that we are also growing and 
changing in Glen Oak Park. With your 
help, we can make our park an even 
more vibrant and exciting place than it 
already is!

Thank you for your support!

Sincerely,

Brenda O’Russa, Development Director
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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

As children, how many of us remember hearing a parent 
or teacher say, “If you can’t do it right, don’t do it at all?”  If 
you were like me, your first thought was, “Well, then I just 
won’t do it.”  It was a thought, not a spoken statement 
and of course I completed the task better than I wanted 
to but still not with enthusiasm.

Although doing it right can be a matter of interpretation, 
at the Zoo and entire Peoria Park District we make sure 
that doing it safely is clearly defined. Working with 
exotic animals is inherently dangerous, the same is true 
of cutting down trees, mowing on a golf course and 
supervising a swimming pool. Not only is ensuring our 
employees a safe workplace essential, we also have to 
provide the public with safe visits to the Zoo and other 
facilities to achieve our missions.

Perhaps our vision of zero accidents/incidents is 
unachievable, but our mission of doing everything we 
can to reduce them is.  Having recently completed a 
review of all the safety and security measures used at 
the Zoo/District, even I had to marvel at the resources 
devoted to the well being of our visitors and employees.

Training is our first line of defense.  Each facility has at 
least one employee on duty that is certified in first aid/
CPR/AED.  For facilities with large volumes of visitors, like 

the Zoo, multiple staff members are certified.   Employees 
are required to attend annual training on lost child 
procedures, blood borne pathogens, use of hazardous 
chemicals and use of fire extinguishers.  Specialized 
training is given for such tasks as respirator, chainsaw and 
fork lift use.  

Inspections are also important and required.  
Playgrounds, ladders, vehicles and paved surfaces 
are some examples of the records we maintain.  A 
360o site survey is a newer type of inspection that has 
been introduced to all District employees.  Using this 
technique allows a person to quickly identify any hazards 
before they start a task in a new area.  So, if you see a Zoo 
employee seeming to turn aimlessly in a circle, you know 
that he/she is doing their job correctly.

And of course, the old adage “practice makes perfect” 
is as correct about safety as when your parents nagged 
about practicing a musical instrument or athletic 
skill.  Fortunately the real life practice we get is minor, 
requiring a band aid and a smile or a short search for 
a child that got excited about what was in a different 
direction.  For those possible but unlikely emergencies, 
such as tornados, fires and earthquakes, routine drills 
keep staff members ready to respond.  At the Zoo, we 
sometimes include visitors in the drills and at other times 
we simulate visitors with orange construction flags.  The 
objective is the same; get all visitors to safe locations until 
all danger has been eliminated.

So, the next time you visit the Zoo or any Park District 
facility, rest assured that not only have we planned for 
you to enjoy yourself, but also that you 
are safe while doing it.  With all of our 
services, we ask for your help in reporting 
any problems you observe.  We would 
also love to hear if you don’t observe 
anything unsafe!

– Yvonne Strode, 
Director, Peoria Zoo

If You Can’t Do It Safely, 
Don’t Do It at All!

Staff during CPR/First Aid/AED Training.
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March 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
ZooCamp 

Registration Begins

2
WMBD- 6:20 a.m.

3 4

Neo, Cotton Top Tamarin

5 6
Member Morning

9:00 a.m.

7 8
WEEK- 5:50 a.m

Homeschool
10:00 a.m.

9 10 11
Breakfast with the Lions

9:00 a.m.

12
Breakfast with the Lions

9:00 a.m.

13

Pumpkin, Red River Hog

14 15

Patrick, Takin

16
WMBD- 6:20 a.m.

ZooTots 
10:00 - 10:50 a.m.

17 18
Membership Swap

Remarkable Reptiles
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

19
Membership Swap

Cody, Colobus Monkey

20 21 22 23
Homeschool

10:00 a.m.

24 25
Behind-The-Scenes

9:00 a.m.

26 27 28
Homeschool

10:00 a.m.

Scraper, Armadillo

29

WHOI- 6:20 a.m.

30 31

April 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Breakfast with the Giraffe

9:00 a.m. 

ZooTots - 10:00 a.m.

2
Breakfast with the Giraffe

9:00 a.m. 

3
Member Morning

9:00 a.m.

4 5
Homeschool

10:00 a.m.

6

WMBD- 6:20 a.m.

7 8
Easter Egg Scramble
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

9 10

J-Lo, Prehensile-Tailed Skink

11 12

WEEK- 5:50 a.m

13 14

Scout, Colobus Monkey

15
ZooTeen 

Applications Due

Donovan, Ring-Tailed Lemur

16 17 18 19 20
WMBD- 6:20 a.m.

ZooTots - 10:00 a.m.

21 22

23 
Party for the Planet
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

24 25
Homeschool

10:00 a.m.

26

WHOI- 6:20 a.m.

27
Homeschool

10:00 a.m.

28 29
Behind-The-Scenes

9:00 a.m.

30

Calling all high school students 13-17! If you have wanted to put your love for animals 
to work, now is the time. The Zoo is accepting applications for their ZooTeen program 

through April 15th. Visit the website or call (309) 681-3559 today!

Zambezi River Lodge is OPEN for 
concessions 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

weekends ONLY beginning March 4th!

Spring Break Mini ZooCamp Spring Break Mini ZooCamp

Tamatave, Mongoose Lemur
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May 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Member Morning

9:00 a.m.

2 3 4

WMBD- 6:20 a.m.

5 6
Breakfast with the 
Red River Hogs & 
Colobus Monkey

9:00 a.m.

7
Breakfast with the 
Red River Hogs & 
Colobus Monkey

9:00 a.m.

8 9 10

WEEK- 5:50 a.m

11
Zootini

12 13

14 15 16 17 18

WMBD- 6:20 a.m.

Spot, Thomson’s Gazelle

19
Endangered 
Species Day

20
Behind-The-Scenes

9:00 a.m.

21 22 23

Johnny, Thomson’s Gazelle

24
.

25 26 27
ZooFest

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

28 29

Victoria, Black Swan

30 31
WHOI- 6:20 a.m.

June 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 
1

WMBD- 6:20 a.m.

Darwin, Galapagos Tortoise

2 3

4 5
Member Morning

9:00 a.m.

6 7 8
World Oceans Day

11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

9

Molly, Kookaburra

10

11
Star Wars Day

11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m

12 13 14
WEEK- 5:50 a.m

15
WMBD- 6:20 a.m.

Adult Night Out
5:30 - 8:30 p.m.

16 17
Behind-The-Scenes

9:00 a.m.

Breakfast with the Tiger
9:00 a.m.

18
Breakfast with the Tiger

9:00 a.m.

19 20 21 22

Milton, Kookaburra

23 24
Lego Day

11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Nikita & Sasha, Tigers

25 26 27 28

WHOI- 6:20 a.m.

29 30

Australia Walk-About and Aviary* 
is open daily 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

beginning in May.  
(*Aviary is weather dependent)

Join us for Adult Night Out on June 15th! 
Learn more on page 15. 
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2016: A YEAR IN REVIEW

As the New Year is underway, we are very excited to reflect on all of the milestones in 2016; this gives our staff a 
chance to celebrate our successes and prepare to enhance our Zoo for this coming year. In 2016, we offered the public 
the opportunity to create personal connections with our animals, utilize the Zoo in unique ways during our special 
events, and stay connected with Peoria Zoo between visits. As we look into the future and plan for another successful 
year at Peoria Zoo, we will also continue to provide the outstanding animal care and educational opportunities that 
have earned accreditation from the Association of Zoos and Aquariums since 1976. 

Over 156,000 guests were cheerfully 
welcomed to Peoria Zoo in 2016 with over 
30,000 in May, our highest attendance month 
last year. Enhancing their Zoo visits, our staff 
and volunteers were able to interact with our 
guests during their scheduled keeper chats 
and animal programs. Over 4,000 visitors 
learned about the animals from experts, an 
additional experience that is free of charge 
from Memorial Day to Labor Day. Using live animals, like an armadillo 
or tarantula, and biofacts like a rhinoceros horn, the Zoo’s education 
staff talked with over 2,500 guests during our Nature Play Area 
Chats. Less structured Critter Chats and Interpretation Stations were 
conducted by volunteers and they reached an impressive 21,302 
people. These opportunities allowed us to share our messages of 
conservation and animal care, and to pass along fun animal facts. 
They also allowed guests to interact with staff and ask specific 
questions; enhancing their visit and making each zoo visit unique.  

GUESTS MEMBERSHIP

At our peak, the Zoo had just under 
2,900 membership households, our 
largest number of members ever!  
Thank you to our amazing members 
who provide yearly support to 
Peoria Zoo’s and Peoria Zoological 
Society’s missions and goals.  As a 
token of our appreciation for their 
continued support, we decided to 
hold four special member events 
in 2016. Peoria Zoological Society 
partnered with Peoria Riverfront 
Museum, Peoria PlayHouse 
Children’s Museum, Peoria Historical 
Society and Wildlife Prairie Park for 
our third Membership Swap!  A few 
years back when we conceptualized 
this event, we knew our members 
would make the most of this “perk” 
and visit these facilities for the event 
free of charge.  Well, we were right 
and we cannot wait to have this 
event again in 2017- making it even 
better than last year!  A few months 
later, over 500 members came out 
for our summer member event 
which included snacks, activities and 
a special concert by Julie K followed 
by a showing of The Good Dinosaur.  
We had another great turn-out in 
October for our Howl-ZOO-Ween 
member night.  Lastly, we concluded 
the year in December with our 
exclusive Winter Warming Event 
here at Peoria Zoo!  We had such a 
fun time celebrating and thanking 
our Zoo Members in 2016 that we 
cannot wait to show you what is in 
store for 2017! 

VOLUNTEERS AND INTERNSHIPS

Over 5,500 volunteer hours were logged in 2016 by our adult 
volunteers, ZooTeens, and interns. Our Education volunteers reached 
more than 20,000 guests through our interpretation stations! Our 
ZooTeen program, which is in its fifth year, has continued to grow in 
numbers and opportunities. ZooTeens enjoyed interpreting biofacts, 
such as rhino horns and lion skulls, for guests. They also spent time 
helping in our BEEP garden, where vegetables and herbs are grown for 

enrichment for the animals. “Year Two” 
ZooTeens were able to work with our 
ambassador animals and even began 
working with keepers. We cannot say 
thank you enough to our volunteers 
for their continued dedication and 
commitment to our organization. 
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2016: A YEAR IN REVIEW

In 2016, we saw a lot of great 
donations to Peoria Zoo through 
our Animal Enrichment Giving 
Tree. The Giving Tree enables 
guests to select an ornament 
from the tree with an enrichment 
item selected specifically for an 
animal at Peoria Zoo. Donors 
gave over 100 supplies, gift cards 
and items to be used as animal 
enrichment. The Giving Tree is 
displayed all year at the Zoo and 
virtually through an Amazon 
Wish List.

Last year, Peoria Zoological 
Society received a record number 
of donations in support of The 
Power of Play®, animal adoptions, 
matching gifts, special events, 
and our annual mission fund. 
Being a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization, all donations are 
tax-deductible to the extent 
allowed by law and help support 
the mission of Peoria Zoological 
Society. 

Throughout the year, dozens 
of people took advantage of 
our A.D.O.P.T. (Animals Depend 
On People Too) program. 
Animal adoptions can include 
recognition, personalized 
adoption materials and 
opportunities for an exclusive 
animal meet-and-greet. 

As you may know, our current 
capital campaign, The Power 
of Play® is a joint campaign by 
Peoria Zoological Society, the 
Junior League of Peoria and 
Peoria Park District to bring a 
daylong destination to Glen 
Oak Park by building the Peoria 
PlayHouse Children’s Museum 
and expanding Peoria Zoo. This 
year, the children’s museum  
celebrated one year of operations 
in June. During that time, 
The Power of Play Committee 
brought in Ace Torre, the 
designer of Africa!, to revitalize 
Peoria Zoo’s master plan. We 
shared some of his updates in 
the September 2016 issue of 
ZooTales. This will help us focus 
on what the next phase of The 
Power of Play Campaign will be in 
respect to Peoria Zoo. 

We received great support 
in 2016 through employee 
matching contributions 
programs. Donations made to 
The Power of Play®, Mission Fund, 
Memberships and A.D.O.P.T’s all 
qualify for matching gifts. Ask 
your company if they match 
employee contributions and help 
us maximize the impact of your 
gift! 

This past year, we held three 
different fundraising events for 
Peoria Zoological Society, Zootini, 
Zoo To Do, and Zoobrew and 
Wine Too. Together, these events 
raised a record-breaking $79,000 
through ticket sales, donations, 
raffles and auctions to help 
support our operations. Zootini 
has transformed over the last few 
years to be a larger fundraiser, 
attracting more people every 
year and selling out at 500 people 
in 2016. All of these events were 
held at Peoria Zoo and each 
event offered entertainment, 
beverages, delicious food catered 
by local businesses and the main 
attraction- the animals in our 
amazing Africa! exhibit. 

Peoria Zoological Society holds 
an annual mission fund where 
donors can submit a one-time 
gift to uphold our mission of 
supporting and realizing the 
vision of Peoria Zoo. Over the 
years, Peoria Zoological Society 
has been dedicated to raising 
funds to enhance Peoria Zoo and 
make it a world-class facility in 
recreation, conservation, animal 
care and education. If you would 
like to support this mission, you 
will find an enclosed envelope 
within this issue where you can 
make a one-time, tax-deductible 
contribution. 
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2016: A YEAR IN REVIEW

Peoria Zoo’s Nature Play Area got a few new additions 
including a music wall, a series of stumps and logs to 
facilitate “follow the leader,” and a small play house.  

This area is 
dedicated to 
encouraging 
children and their 
families to interact 
not only with each 
other, but with the 
world around them. 
Guests of all ages 
are encouraged to 
get hands-on with 
nature. 

UPGRADES & IMPROVEMENTS

Our education department is always busy finding new and fun ways to educate the public and our Zoo 
members. School groups flocked to the Zoo in the spring and fall and over 11,000 school children and their 
teachers made use of the Zoo! The Zoomobile, our mobile Zoo classroom, travelled to over 50 locations in 
2016 reaching over 3,000 people in Central Illinois.  “Access the Zoo”  was featured again in 2016, where special 
education classrooms were encouraged to visit the Zoo. Special activities and demonstrations were given 
throughout the day and 30 groups/classes attended. 

Two new special events were added to the lineup in 2016: World Oceans Day and Multicultural Day. These 
additions brought our education department’s special event total to 20! 
Howl-ZOO-Ween was once again our most popular event with 30 trick-or-treat 
stops and over 5,500 people in attendance! 

EDUCATION AND EVENTS

During the summer, we hosted our popular series of ZooCamps, which are one 
week camps for children from Kindergarten through Junior High. This year, 
we saw over 220 ZooCampers, which has come a long way since 2008 when it 
began with 85 participants. At ZooCamp, we celebrated the Summer Olympics 
and learned about the athletic abilities animals need in order to thrive in the 
wild. 

Overall, all events here at Peoria Zoo were well attended and helped us attract 
new visitors to learn about animals, conservation and well... have fun. We have 
several new events and classes coming in 2017 that we hope you all will enjoy! 

Over the past year, you may have noticed a construction 
fence to the side of the takin exhibit. Well, in September, 
construction was completed and our two takin were 
welcomed into their new off-exhibit area.  The new 
building is more spacious for the animals and offers more 
modern-day amenities. 



March 2017 • Zoo Tales • 9

2016: A YEAR IN REVIEW

ANIMALS
SIGNIFICANT BIRTHS
IN 2016, PEORIA ZOO CELEBRATED SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT BIRTHS 

GIRAFFE

On July 25, 2016, Reticulated giraffe Vivian gave birth to Finely. Aside from being the 
most popular exhibit at the Zoo this summer, Finely is also important for the species. 
In the 1980’s the total number of giraffes in Africa was estimated at 157,000 individuals, 
today the wild population is estimated at less than 100,000 individuals. In December 2016, Reticulated giraffes were 
uplisted to ‘Vulnerable’ to extinction on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

RED RIVER HOG

On April 17, 2016,  Red River Hog “Sultana” gave birth to five piglets.  Each piglet 
weighed in at about three pounds considerably less than their first-time father 
“Pumpkin” who weighs in at 183 pounds. The piglets were born with mottled stripes 
that started to fade at about six months.  More than 200 of these animals are exhibited in 56 North American zoos.  

GIANT ZAMBIAN MOLE-RATS

On October 29, 2016, three more Giant Zambian mole-rats joined the North American 
population. Peoria Zoo was the first recorded zoo in the United States to exhibit this 
species. Since their arrival, Zoo staff has been working to find a management technique
to ensure breeding success. This 2016 litter marks the fourth successful litter born here at the Zoo.

STATUS OF COLLECTIONS
(as of Dec. 31, 2016)

SPECIMENS SPECIES

Invertebrates 507 5

Fish 44 3

Amphibians 16 6

Reptiles 69 26

Birds 322 10

Mammals 107 38

TOTALS 1065 88

SIGNIFICANT CONSERVATION

In July of 2016, Peoria Zoo staff assisted 
in the release of 97 ENDANGERED 
Alligator Snapping Turtles to the wild 
in Southern Illinois. Many of the turtles released were 
housed and cared for at Peoria Zoo as part of a “Head Start” 
program for the endangered turtles. This 2016 Illinois release 
marks the fourth year of releases outlined by the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources Alligator Snapping Turtle 
Recovery Program. This program is a large part of a multi-
state effort between Illinois, Oklahoma, and Louisiana to 
recover declining populations of Alligator Snapping Turtles.  

AST
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ZOO FUNDRAISERS

PARKING SPOT WINNER
Congratulations to Amy and 
Anthony Jones! They now have 
their own reserved parking spot 
in Glen Oak Park! We selected 
the winner of this year’s reserved 
parking based on their donation 
to The Power of Play Campaign 
from November 1 through 
December 31, 2016. 

Now that the contest is over, why should you 
continue to play your part? Combined with 
other activities in the Park, the Peoria PlayHouse 
Children’s Museum and Peoria Zoo bring together 
the educational, social and physical power of play_ 
giving kids and families from all walks of life access 
to a safe, fun environment where they can explore, 
dream, discover and be inspired. 

Contact us for more information at (309) 681-3504
info@powerofplaypeoria.org

A variety of martinis (shaken, not stirred) are served 
by local bartenders at an after-hours event in Africa!  
Taste our signature martinis and walk the boardwalk 

with friends for a wonderful spring evening event. 
Included with the ticket are four drink tickets, 
appetizers, dessert, and live entertainment!  

Join us at this brand new event! Guests are invited to Peoria Zoo for immersive animal 
adventures including exclusive behind-the-scenes experiences, up-close animal encounters, 
and personalized chats with our animal experts. Guests will also enjoy a variety of gourmet 
food, libations, and entertainment through their travels around Peoria Zoo. This fun, casual 
event also features a raffle and silent auction. Experience how we transform the Zoo into 

an amazing celebration for our largest fundraiser of the year. 

Sponsorship Opportunities are still available. Please call (309) 681-3500 or e-mail pzs@peoriaparks.org.

Saturday, September 23, 2017

Thursday, May 11  .  6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Ticket Prices: 
Regular: $60/person
After 4/26: $65/person

VIP Ticket: $75/person
This ticket allows guests to join us early at 5:30 p.m. 
for a martini sampling as well as other VIP perks.  
(Limited Quantity Available)

Ticket go on sale April 3rd! For more information, 
please call 681-3500 or visit peoriazoo.org.  

Advanced Ticket Sales Only- No Tickets will be Sold at the Door.         
This Event is Rain or Shine.
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Are you a member of Peoria Historical 
Society, Peoria PlayHouse Children’s 
Museum, Peoria Riverfront Museum, Peoria 
Zoo, or  Wildlife Prairie Park? Enjoy a weekend 
of free general admission* to all five of these 
Peoria-area attractions when you present 
your membership card and photo ID 
during the weekend of March 18-19, 2017. 

For more information, visit our websites 
or Facebook pages. Remember, you must 
present your photo ID and Membership 
Cards. For replacement cards, please 
contact your facility by February 20th! 

Peoria Historical Society  |  309.674.1921

Peoria PlayHouse  |  309.323.6900

Peoria Riverfront Museum  |  309.686.7000

Peoria Zoo  |  309.681.3500

Wildlife Prairie Park  |  309.676.0998

* Charges may apply for additional experiences.

March 18, 2017MEMBERSHIP

March 19, 2017 WEEKEND

Are you a member of Peoria Historical 
Society, Peoria PlayHouse Children’s 
Museum, Peoria Riverfront Museum, Peoria 
Zoo, or  Wildlife Prairie Park? Enjoy a weekend 
of free general admission* to all five of these 
Peoria-area attractions when you present 
your membership card and photo ID 
during the weekend of March 18-19, 2017. 

For more information, visit our websites 
or Facebook pages. Remember, you must 
present your photo ID and Membership 
Cards. For replacement cards, please 
contact your facility by February 20th! 

Peoria Historical Society  |  309.674.1921

Peoria PlayHouse  |  309.323.6900

Peoria Riverfront Museum  |  309.686.7000

Peoria Zoo  |  309.681.3500

Wildlife Prairie Park  |  309.676.0998

* Charges may apply for additional experiences.

March 18, 2017MEMBERSHIP

March 19, 2017 WEEKEND

Are you a member of Peoria Historical 
Society, Peoria PlayHouse Children’s 
Museum, Peoria Riverfront Museum, Peoria 
Zoo, or  Wildlife Prairie Park? Enjoy a weekend 
of free general admission* to all five of these 
Peoria-area attractions when you present 
your membership card and photo ID 
during the weekend of March 18-19, 2017. 

For more information, visit our websites 
or Facebook pages. Remember, you must 
present your photo ID and Membership 
Cards. For replacement cards, please 
contact your facility by February 20th! 

Peoria Historical Society  |  309.674.1921

Peoria PlayHouse  |  309.323.6900

Peoria Riverfront Museum  |  309.686.7000

Peoria Zoo  |  309.681.3500

Wildlife Prairie Park  |  309.676.0998

* Charges may apply for additional experiences.

March 18, 2017MEMBERSHIP

March 19, 2017 WEEKEND

MEMBER NEWS

MEMBER MORNINGS
 

Want to beat the crowd and catch a special 
glimpse of Peoria Zoo early in the morning? Then 
join us for our monthly Member Morning! The first Monday of 
each month, Peoria Zoo Members can enter the Zoo an hour 
early at 9:00 a.m. to see the animals as they venture out into their 
exhibits for the day.
When: First Monday of each month 
Time: 9:00 a.m. (gates open to public at 10:00 a.m.)

AZA Reciprocal List
Did you know that you could use your Peoria Zoo Membership for free or discounted admission 

to over 150 other zoos and aquariums nationwide? The official 2017 reciprocal list from 
AZA (Association of Zoos and Aquariums) will be available on our website soon! 

MEMBERSHIP APPRECIATION EVENT

Do you want to come visit the Zoo after 
hours and enjoy a night of family-friendly 
fun? Then join us on Sunday, July 30th for 
our summer Member Event! Look for more 
information in the June issue of ZooTales 
and for an invitation in your mailbox this 
summer!

For 2017, we have redesigned 
our hard plastic membership 

cards and we are proud to 
feature our giraffe calf, Finely 

and his mother, Vivian. We 
will be issuing new cards as 

people renew their membership 
in 2017. If your card is ever 

lost or stolen, please call the 
membership office, and we will 
happily mail out a replacement! 
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ZOOS IN THE NEWS

On November 28, 2016 employees 
at Ripley's Aquarium of the 
Smokies were forced to evacuate 
as wildfire spread into Gatlinburg.  
Aquarium staff members were 
forced to leave behind over 
10,000 animals, according to 
General Manager Ryan DeSear.   
He was one of the last people out 
of the building and said he had to 
force many of the workers to leave 
because they didn't want to leave 
the animals without help.  

DeSear said he wasn't sure if 
flames reached Ripley's Aquarium, 
but a "raging fire" was about 50 
yards away from the aquarium 
when workers were evacuated.  
An emergency team gained 
entrance into the Aquarium early 
the next morning and reported 
the animals were safe.

That same night, the American 
Eagle Foundation, a Pigeon 
Forge-based bird sanctuary that 
works closely with Dollywood and 
helps maintain its bird habitat, 
evacuated all of Dollywood's birds 
of prey as a precaution for their 
safety, and the group's founder 
says all the birds were "safe and 

sound." The group is currently 
housing "around 70-80 birds of 
prey, including about 40 eagles 
and raptors." The birds were 
placed in individual travel kennels.  
"It wasn't graceful, but we did our 
best to retrieve every bird and 
then load about 40 to 50 pounds 
of raptor food along with them.”

Peoria Zoo staff contributed 
over 500 origami elephants 
to the Bronx Zoo’s effort to 
break the Guinness World 
Record for the largest display 
of origami elephants.  The 
previous record was set in 
2014 by the Zoological Society 
of London and Whipsnade 
Zoo in Great Britain, which 
displayed 33,764.  Bronx Zoo 
received 204,481 specimens 
(from 40 countries around the 
world) and displayed 78,564 
(roughly double the number of 
elephants killed by poachers 
each year). 

Wildfire in Tennessee
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CONSERVATION CONNECTION

Cause for Hope:  In December of 2016, a trail 
camera in the Huachuca Mountains in southeastern 
Arizona captured a picture of a male jaguar.  
Scientists do not believe this is “El Jefe,” a jaguar 
documented in the US several times since 2011.  If 
proven to be a new cat, this will be only the fifth 
documented male jaguar in the US in the last 20 
years.  The jaguar has been listed as endangered by 
the Fish and Wildlife Service since 1972.

Cause for Concern:  The International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) moved the giraffe 
from a species of Least Concern to Vulnerable status 
on the Red List of Threatened Species report.  In 
1985, there were an estimated 157,000 giraffes in the 
wild.  The last count was only 97,500; a nearly 40% 
decline.  The two main threats are habitat loss due to 
the growth of cities and towns and poaching.  

For the first time, a bumble bee species has been 
listed on the US endangered species list.  The rusty 
patched bumble bee was abundant in 28 states 
just 20 years ago.  Since then, the population has 
declined by over 85% due to habitat loss, use of 
pesticides, disease and climate change.

Bob Streitmatter from Luthy Botanical Garden, 
our neighboring Peoria Park District (PPD) 
facility, provided us an in-depth look at 
the bumble bee and how we can help this 
endangered species. 

Rusty Patched Bumble Bee, Bombus affinis, is listed 
as endangered in the U.S. and it’s been spotted at 
several PPD locations. As the manager of Luthy,  I’m 
pleased to be a part of that; it speaks volumes about 
the district’s commitment to the environment.  Why 
is this so important?

• Bees pollinate 1/3 of our food crops, like apples, 
oranges, plums, pears, peaches, cantaloupes, 
berries, Brussels sprouts, chocolate as well as 
hundreds of other foods we love.

• Bees pollinate $10B in crops in the U.S. each year.
• Healthy pollinator populations improves fruit set, 

which increase production per acre. 

What can you do? A whole lot! You can apply almost 
all of these concepts to any site or scale, from acres 
to a patio.

• Plant a pollinator garden and/or pollinator 
plants, especially natives…natives are adapted to 
climate, soil & native pollinators.

• Everybody likes a buffet…use a variety/diversity 
of plants, especially those that bloom early 
spring and late fall. 

• Avoid many hybrids or fancy/doubled flowers; 
the "perfect" blooms are often sterile with 
diminished pollen/nectar or it’s simply too hard 
for the pollinators to get to the pollen/nectar!

• Provide water in the form of a shallow puddle, 
using a stone under the spigot, dripping hose 
or bird bath.  Create a salt lick for butterflies and 
bees…mix a small bit of sea salt (minerals) or 
wood ashes into mud.

• Rain Gardens are a great opportunity for 
butterflies, pollinators and wildlife.

• Learn more…we will be doing pollinator talks all 
summer at the Zoo, as part of the Conservation 
Connection Series.
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World Oceans Day
June 8th 
Healthy Oceans, Healthy Planet! Come 
learn how important the oceans and 

UPCOMING EVENTS

M = Member, NM = Non-Member

Looking for a hopping good time? Bounce on 
over to Peoria Zoo for our annual Easter egg 

celebration, loaded with candy and fun. 
The Easter Egg Scramble is for children 0-9 years.

ADVANCED TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED AT 
THE BARTON PAVILION!

EASTER EGG SCRAMBLE
April 8th l 10:30 a.m.

TIME & AGE:
10:30 a.m. - Ages 0-3 years
10:50 a.m. - Ages 4-6 years
11:10 a.m. - Ages 7-9 years

COST:
$3.50/M Child; Free/M Adult
$9/NM Child; $9/NM Adult

Party for the Planet
April 23rd 

Mother's Day at the Zoo
On May 7th, all moms are kids at heart!  All moms 

will get in for the price of a child’s admission, $6.50.

Father's Day at the Zoo
On June 18th, all dads are just big kids to us!
 So come to the Zoo where all dads get in for 

a child’s admission, $6.50.  

June 11th 
Calling all Jedis, Wookies, and Rebels out to the 
Zoo for a day dedicated just for you! Enjoy Star 
Wars themed games, crafts, and a scavenger hunt!

LEGO DAY 
June 24th
 

When it comes to Legos, you 
never outgrow the fun! Bring

ZooFest & T-Shirt Day 
May 27th 
Kick off summer right by joining 
us for ZOOFEST!  Visitors can enjoy 
bouncy rides, animal encounters, 
games and more! Bring in three canned food 
items and receive a t-shirt! (Limit one t-shirt per person.)

R e m a r k a b l e  R e p t i l e s
March 18th
From snakes to turtles, do not miss your 
chance to find out more about the 
fascinating world of reptiles. Guests 
will enjoy animal encounters and 
talks throughout the event and a 
snake feeding at 1:00 p.m.

All Programs listed below are FREE with general admission and run from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

From recycling to butterfly gardens, 
explore what simple ways you can 
make the planet a better place. 

We will have animal encounters, games and 
earth-friendly treats that our animals will receive 
throughout the day.

waterways are to our future and how we can help! 

your favorite Lego master to the Zoo to build, 
play, and grow their love of Legos with a Zoo spin!
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Behind-the-Scenes Tour 
(3/25, 4/29, 5/20, 6/17)
How much do rhinos weigh? Where do giraffes 
sleep? All this and more will be answered 
during our behind-the-scenes tour. This hour 
long tour will take you into areas the public 
doesn’t normally get to see so you can learn 
more about the animals and their care. 
Cost: $24/person – includes Zoo Admission
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Spring Break Mini-ZooCamp (4/10 - 4/13)
Do you love animals, science, or just plain 
old having fun? Spring Break Mini-ZooCamp 
is a four day camp for children with a focus 
on learning about animals, both at the Zoo 
and in the wild. ZooCamp will include animal 
encounters, science activities, crafts, outside 
exploring, storytelling, games, and more! 
Bring a sack lunch; snack and drink provided. 
Registration MUST be completed by April 3rd!
Cost: $90/M or $100/NM 
Min/Max: 5/36 
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Grades: 2nd - 5th Graders Only! 

Homeschool
Science has never been more exciting with 
up-close animal encounters, tours, experiments 
and more. Each month has a new topic and 
helps to meet state standards. Parents are 
welcome but not required. 
Cost: $6/M or $12/NM
Age: 5-13
Min/Max: 10/30
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Formal
•  3/8: Where Do I Belong? (Classification)
•  4/5: Lakes, Ponds and Streams
Informal
•  3/28: Who Left That? (Tracts, Scat & More)
•  4/25: Around the World in 90 Minuntes
Luthy & Peoria Zoo
•  3/23: Pollinators
•  4/27: Water

Zoo Tots
Join us as we learn about habitats and travel 
the globe. Through up-close animal encounters, 
crafts, and stories, you and your child can 
explore the amazing world of animals. 
Cost: $7/M or $15/NM (Adult/Child Combo)
Age: 2-4 (parents must attend)
Min/Max: 5/15
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 10:50 a.m.
•  3/16: “Brown Bear, Brown Bear”
•  4/20: “From Head to Toe”

Breakfast with the…
Our popular series is back, with new breakfast 
opportunities. Join us for a light breakfast 
while learning about the animal of the day. 
Then head down to their exhibit and see the 
featured animal enjoy their breakfast, too! This 
is perfect for the entire family and includes 
admission to the zoo for the rest of the day. 
Member Cost: $9/Adult, $6/Child, 
Non-Member Cost: $18/Adult, $12/Child
Min/Max: 5/25
Time: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
•  3/11 or 3/12: Lions
•  4/1 or 4/2: Giraffe
•  5/6 or 5/7: Red River Hogs 
                         and Colobus Monkey
•  6/17 or 6/18: Tiger

All Classes and Tours listed on this page require advanced registration! 
Please call (309) 681-3559 for questions or to make reservations.

Ed-Zoo-Cational Adventure
These 45 minute programs enhance any visit to 
the Zoo. With many topics to choose from, give 
your group a chance to meet animals up close!

Zoo Adventure Combo
Come with us as we take you on a tour through 
the Zoo. Our Zoo Adventure Combo includes a 
45 minute class on a topic of your choice with 
live animals, as well as a guided tour through 
the Zoo to tell you about the animals and 
answer your questions. This program lasts 
approximately 1.5 hours.

Zoo Snooze
Offered throughout summer & fall 
Ever had a giraffe peeking in your bedroom 
window? You now can when you spend the 
night at Peoria Zoo! Get a chance to sleep in 
Africa!, enjoy nocturnal tours, meet some 
animals up close and find out what the Zoo is 
like at night. Your group’s adventure begins at 
7:00 p.m. and ends the next morning at 
9:00 a.m. A snack and breakfast are provided 
as well as admission into the Zoo the next day. 
This program is great for scouts, church groups 
and so many others! Must be five years old and 
older to participate; one chaperone required 
for every five children.  
Cost: $36/person
Age: 5 years and over
Min: 20 
Time: 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 a.m.

M = Member,
 NM = Non-Member

Adult Night Out (6/15)
Grab your significant other, friends or co-workers, and leave the kids at home! This adult-only 
event features a cash bar, keeper chats, and animal meet and greets! Guests can enjoy adult 
beverages while strolling through the Zoo until twilight. Pre-sale tickets begin May 1st!
Cost: $15/person or $12/person before June 11th
Time: 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. (Outside animals transition to night quarters 30 minutes before sunset.)
Ages: 21+ Only
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Peoria Zoological Society is a not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to supporting and realizing the vision for the Peoria 
Zoo. Zoo Tales is a quarterly newsletter for the members of 
Peoria Zoological Society. This is a special year in review issue 
for Peoria Zoological Society Members and Donors.

Peoria Zoo has been an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) since 1976. Look for the AZA 
logo whenever you visit a zoo or aquarium as your assurance that you are supporting a facility dedicated to providing 
excellent care for animals, a great experience for you, and a better future for all living things. With its more than 200 
accredited members, AZA is a leader in global wildlife conservation, and your link to helping animals in their native 
habitats. For more information, visit www.aza.org. 

Information
Zoo Hours:

Open Daily From

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Gates Close at 4:30 p.m.

(309) 686-3365 
www.peoriazoo.org 

Mission: To create 
connections that inspire 
an appreciation for the 

natural world.

Photo courtesy of 
Kara Kamienski Photography

After-hour event 
dates are still 

available for 2017! 

  find your 

WILD Side!
Contact (309)681-3519 or rentals@peoriaparks.org


